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The Hope Prayer Brings |  John 17 

Opening Activity  

This activity is designed to help you move into the lesson portion of your meeting time.  The icebreaker questions will help 

to engage your group members in conversation. 

 If you could rate your “hope” on a scale from 1 to 10, what would it be?  Why?  Are there particular 

circumstances that  influenced your rating? 

 What is one thing you are personally praying for now? 

 

Scripture Reading 

Ask group members to read a portion of the Scripture below; make sure they are comfortable with reading in front of a 

group. 

John 17:1-26 

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, ‘Father, the hour has come;  

glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal 

life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.  

‘I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 

For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am praying for them. I am not praying for the 

world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 

am glorified in them.  And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was 

with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has 

been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and 

these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, 

and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  I do not ask that 

you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, just as I am 

not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them 

into the world.  And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.  

‘I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word,  that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 

one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me 

and  loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me  

where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O 

righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me.  I 

made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved 

me may be in them, and I in them.’” 
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Transition to the Video 

As the leader, you will want to help the group move into the video session and direct them to the notes section in their 

participant guide.  There are different ways to accomplish this transition, here are two examples: 

 Read the section on page 6 in the study guide and ask your group to consider how prayer turns 

theology into experience. 

 Or, simply ask your participants to turn to page 7 in the study guide as you begin the video.  

 

Notes from the Video Session  

1. Prayer awakens us to the reality of the glory of God.  (John 17:1-5) 

Two realities of God’s glory: 

 Jesus has authority to grant eternal life.  (v. 2) 

 Jesus has accomplished everything the Father gave Him to do.  (v. 4) 

 

2. Prayer involves people other than us.  (John 17:6-19) 

 Jesus prayed for the unity of His disciples.  (v. 11) 

 Jesus prayed for the protection of His disciples.  (v. 15) 

 Jesus prayed for the sanctification of His disciples.  (v. 17) 

 

3. Prayer involves fully devoting oneself to God. (John 17:20-26) 

 

Transition from the Video 

As the leader, help the group move from the video session into the discussion time.  There are different ways to 

accomplish this transition, here are two examples: 

 Ask your group members:  “What insights did you gain from the video?” 

 Or, direct their attention to the discussion questions provided on page 7. 

 

Discussion Questions 

Guide your group members through the discussion time using the questions below: 

1. This week, whom have you glorified by the way you have lived? 

2. How are your prayers for others like and unlike the prayers of Jesus? 

3. Do your prayers reflect the long-term important needs or the short-term urgent needs we often experience?  

How can we focus on both the urgent needs and the long-term needs? 
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4. How does the fact that Jesus existed before the world affect the way you live? 

5. How important is the unity you have with other believers? 

6. With whom do you need to improve unity? 

7. How can you help with the overall unity of the church? 

 

Group Prayer Time 

 Using John 17 as a template, spend time praying for others in your Life Group.  

 Pray for your group to know and experience the glory of God in your lives. (John 17:1-5) 

 Bring the names of those in your Life Group or other circles of influence before the Father.  Pray for 

their protection, unity, and sanctification.  

 Seek a relentless pursuit of God in your daily lives this week! 


